[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



3rd Year 





Personal Mirror





Technology








Problem: from time to time we all need to check our appearance; often when getting dressed, doing make-up or shaving. More often than not, there is no mirror to hand. Some mirrors are functional but not especially stylish. You need to design and make a Personal Mirror from acrylic. It will obviously incorporate a mirrored panel but may have additional decoration and possibly a feature to hold items like make-up.








Analysis: You will need to measure any items to be held, consider the nature of the material and possible construction methods.


Task: Discuss details in class. Make notes from the board. 








Research: You will take a few measurements, find out material allowances and investigate plastic shaping and finishing techniques.


Task: take notes from the board and contribute to writing the Specification for the product.








Development: There are many ways to develop an idea; your main aim is to iron out any problems with construction and detail and to ensure it meets all the requirements of the intended user (the customer). It has also got to look good and be rewarding for you to make! In this project the focus of development is the aesthetics.


Task: Using an “underlay” drawing of your best idea, trace the outline several times and use the drawings to experiment with colour, shapes, forms and graphics. Although the construction of your mirror may be quite simple, a lot of opportunities exist for some exciting outcomes.








Solution: There are a number of ways to communicate a finished idea. In this project a carefully rendered, realistic illustration is required. 


Task: Using good quality paper and your choice of coloured media, produce a quality illustration of your proposal. Use shading and other techniques to make it look effective. You might consider showing the mirror in its intended environment.








Ideas: A wide range of shapes and arrangements are possible here. You should use 3D drawing techniques to communicate your ideas. 


Task: You should draft out lots of 3D sketches showing possible designs for the message centre. Aim to get at least 6 ideas, but don’t try and be too formal with the layout. Maybe consider a range of designs for different situations and users? It will be helpful to try and show the mirror in each case. Try and produce plenty of different concepts such as free-standing and wall-mounted; maybe one will have some potential!








Name						Form 3 





Now you can choose some acrylic and prepare your cutting list. Good luck in the workshop!
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