Churcher’s College Faculty of Technology
3rd Year ICT Lesson Plans

PartyPlanner Project 2008-09

4 Double Lessons

Lesson 1
Spreadsheet skills
Party Planner
Introduction

Collect in prep (multimedia questions). Introduce the new Project; The pupils are to imagine that they are required to organise and publicise a season of parties for young people. The idea is to generate a profit that could be donated to charity. This is very similar to the kind of activity some “Young Enterprise” groups have done in recent years.
Activity

The first requirement is to calculate the costs of putting on a party and to use the figures to calculate how much each ticket should cost.

Open the (partyPlanning folder and find the (basic party costing spreadsheet. This gives some suggested costs for basic party items. 
Consider which costs are fixed and which are dependent on numbers attending. 
Now look at (simple cost calculator. Double click on cells to see the formulae that calculate the totals. Try changing some of the values to see how the totals change.
Pupils should now replicate this calculator (not just save the original!) and save it in their own folder. They could change the formatting or layout to suit their own preferences, but keep to the basic concept.
Prep
approx 30 min

Prepare information for next week’s lesson. Some more realistic prices are required for party food and entertainment. One A4 sheet of notes and sketches is required. Name sources of information, such as shopping sites that you may have used.

Lesson 2
Spreadsheet skills
Party Planner
Introduction

Re-cap the (simple cost calculator . Discuss how to make formulae and collect some suitable costs from the group’s prep.

Activity

Now look at (variable party cost calculator. This version has some improvements, notably that you can adjust the number of drinks etc more easily. 
Pupils should make a second spreadsheet (perhaps by copying the first), which incorporates the new features. Formatting is important, as is the use of realistic figures. Remind pupils to save each version of their cost calculator separately.
Prep
approx 30 min

In preparation for a future project, collect/make up at least 5 (sensible) themes for parties (Haloween etc.) and 5 separate local venue addresses (Like local village halls).
Lesson 3
Spreadsheet skills
Party Planner
Introduction

Re-cap the (variable party cost calculator.  Remind pupils to save each version of their cost calculator separately. All printouts are to be labelled/annotated and kept safely in folders.
Activity

Now look at (interface party cost calculator. This version has some sophisticated improvements, notably that you can adjust the numbers easily on the first sheet and see the profits instantly. Also the calculations and “nitty gritty” are all hidden away on the second sheet which keeps the interface uncluttered. 
Pupils should build their own version of this (perhaps copying elements from before). They should rename the worksheets first, then get all the calculations working. 
The Interface worksheet needs links to and from the calculations worksheet which are easy to set up (simply type “=” on the destination cell, then click on the source cell, then press “enter”) The spinner buttons require the “forms” toolbar to be selected (View/Toolbars/Forms). Use “Help” as appropriate.
Prep
approx 30 min

No prep is set, unless you need to do a little extra work to catch up.
Lesson 4
Spreadsheet skills
Party Planner
Introduction

Remind pupils to save each version of their cost calculator separately

Activity

Pupils should spend the whole lesson completing their spreadsheet using realistic details and experimenting to calculate the appropriate ticket price. 
Presentation and detail is very important; they may want to use labels (text boxes?) to help the user navigate round the system. Encourage them to avoid garish colours and think about the way it will look if printed.
Prep
approx 30 min

Complete the Spreadsheet evaluation sheet.
